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This booklet is based on a series of studies pro duced for discussion at the weekly 

Jesus Fel low ship “agape” meals. It covers the biblical basis of the ab bre vi at ed 

version of the ‘Statement of faith and practice’ of the Jesus Fel low ship Church. 

Questions printed at the side of each study have been included to provoke 

discussion and thoughtful meditation.

❛Always be prepared to make a defence 

to any one who calls you to account 

for the hope that is in you, 

yet do it with gentleness and reverence.❜

1 Peter 3:15
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THE DOCTRINE of the Trinity is very im por tant. How ev er, it 
is not a truth which is found simply in one scrip ture or pas sage 
of the Bible. It is the conclu sion of read ing the whole Bible and 
studying in particular the per son of the Lord Jesus Christ.
   In the Jewish tradition, we believe in only one cre a tor God 
who made and sus tains the whole Universe. There are not 
many gods of whom ours is but one:

   The Lord our God, the Lord is one. (Mark 12:29)

The New Testament reveals the three per sons of the Trin i ty to 
us. In some scrip tures they appear together:

Chosen and destined by God the Father and sancti fied by the 
Spir it for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprin kling with His 
blood. (1 Peter 1:2)

Co-equal means that they have equal divine sta tus. One is not 
greater than an oth er. Consubstantial means they are of the 
same divine nature. The Fa ther is God, the Son is God, and 
the Spirit is God:

Baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. (Mat thew 28:19)

1 The Trinity
We believe in one Almighty God, Fa ther Son and Spir it, Three Per sons 
in One, co-equal and consubstantial, Cre a tor and Sustainer of all things.

God the Father is the First Person of the Trin i ty, the Author of all 
things cre at ed.
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THE NAME Lord Jesus Christ describes the full min is try of 
Jesus. He was born as a real man - Jesus:

Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, He Him self 
likewise par took of the same nature. (Hebrews 2:14)

He was anointed by the Holy Spirit as Christ, the Mes si ah, 
who dem on strat ed the power of the King dom and died to take 
away the sin of the world:

The saying is sure… Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sin ners. (1 Timothy 1:15)

And He ascended to the right hand of the Father to rule as 
Lord with full authority:

David said, The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, 
till I make thy enemies a stool for thy feet’… God has made 
Him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified. 
(Acts 2:34-36)

Jesus is the eternal Son of God. This means that He has al ways 
existed as God the Son. As humans we are created or come into 
ex ist ence. But He was be got ten rather than cre at ed be cause 
He al ways existed. In car na tion means that He ap peared as a 
male baby of Mary be trothed to Joseph. She 

Why is Christ seated 

at God’s right hand 

and not at 

His left hand? 

And why must He 

re turn to earth vis i bly 

and not anon y mous ly 

or just spir it u al ly?

Jesus is both Lord and Christ, the eter nal Son of God, begotten not 
cre at ed, incarnate by the Holy Spirit as Jesus of Nazareth, born of the 
virgin Mary.   

He is per fect God and per fect man. For us He was crucifi ed, buried 
and rose again to ac com plish the re demp tion of His church.

We believe in His sinless life as a man, in His substitutionary atoning 
death upon the cross for the sins of men, in His descent into Hades, in 
His bodily res ur rec tion from the dead, in His ascen sion into heav en, in 
His po si tion of au thor i ty at God’s right hand, in His au thor i ty as judge 
of all, of His present min is try as high priest on be half of the re deemed, 
and in His fu ture com ing again to the earth in glory.

He is the Lamb slain from before the foundation of the world.

2 God the Son
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con ceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and the eternal Son 
of God was be got ten in her as the Son of man. As a devout 
young wom an who was be trothed to be married, her vir gin i ty 
was beyond question:

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will over shad ow you; there fore the child to be born 
will be called holy, the Son of God.” (Luke 1:35)

We believe that Jesus as man walking the earth lacked no divine 
quality. He was God incarnate. And we also believe that He was 
a complete man with eve ry hu man frailty - in car nate God:

Thomas answered Him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to 
him, “Have you be lieved because you have seen Me? Bless ed are 
those who have not seen and yet believe.” (John 20:28)

For we have not a high priest who is un a ble to sym pa thise with 
our weaknesses, but One who in every respect has been tempt ed 
as we are, yet without sin. (Hebrews 4:15)

As God, Jesus lived a perfect life and ful filled the whole law 
of God:

“I glorified Thee on earth, hav ing ac com plished the work which 
thou gavest Me to do; and now, Father, glorify Thou Me in Thy 
own pres ence with the glory which I had with Thee before the 
world was made.” (John 17:4-5)

As man He was able to bear in His body the sin of the world 
and die for us. He perfectly redeemed His church from sin:

Our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave Himself 
for us to redeem us from all iniquity, and to purify for Himself 
a peo ple of His own who are zealous for good deeds. (Titus 2:
13-14)

By His own testimony, Jesus lived a sinless life:

“Which of you convicts Me of sin?” (John 8:46)

Only because He was pure and spot less was He ‘the Lamb of 
God that takes away the sin of the world’:

For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that 
in Him we might be come the right eous ness of God. (2 Cor in -
thi ans 5:21)

What does ‘substitu-

tionary’ mean? 

Why did Jesus have to 

rise from the dead 

in the body and not 

just spirit?
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He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might 
die to sin and live to right eous ness. (1 Peter 2:24)

Jesus died and entered the place of the dead - Hades. But death 
could not hold Him and He rose triumphantly:

He foresaw and spoke of the res ur rec tion of the Christ, that He 
was not aban doned to Hades, nor did His flesh see cor rup tion. 
This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are wit ness es. 
(Acts 2:31)

After appearing to His friends to con firm to them His bod i ly 
res ur rec tion, He as cend ed into heaven. He took His place of 
authority at God’s right hand:

“Men of Galilee, why do you stand look ing into heaven? This 
Je sus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw Him go into heav en.” (Acts 1:11)

When Jesus as cend ed into heaven He was given the rule and 
authority over all things:

He raised Him from the dead and made Him sit at His right 
hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and au thor i ty 
and power and do min ion. (Ephesians 1:20-21)

In this position of authority, Christ is the judge of all cre-
 a tion:

For we must all ap pear before the judg ment seat of Christ, so 
that each one may receive good or evil, according to what he 
has done in the body. (2 Corinthians 5:10)

And Christ is now the High Priest for His church. At the Fa-
 ther’s right hand He makes intercession for us:

He holds His priest hood permanently, be cause He con tin ues 
for ever. Consequently He is able for all time to save those who 
draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make 
in ter ces sion for them. (He brews 7:24-25).

From this position He will come again to the earth in glory 
and power:

Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and eve ry eye will see 
Him. (Revelation 1:7)
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THE OLD Testament has many prophe cies about the Mes-
 si ah. He was to be a king like David who would lead them 
in con quest. Jesus was the Christ which means the anoint ed 
One or Messiah:

I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their 
brethren; and I will put My words in His mouth, and He shall 
speak to them all that I com mand Him. (Deu ter ono my 18:
18)
  The Lord swore to David a sure oath from which He will 
not turn back: “One of the sons of your body I will set on your 
throne.” (Psalm 132:11)
  The Lord says to my lord: “Sit at My right hand, till I make 
your enemies your foot stool.” (Psalm 110:1)
  But you, O Beth le hem Ephrathah, who are lit tle to be among 
the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for Me One who 
is to be ruler in Is ra el, whose origin is from of old. (Micah 5:
2)
  Know therefore and understand that from the going forth 
of the word to restore and build Je ru sa lem to the coming of an 
anoint ed one, a prince, there shall be seven weeks. (Dan iel 9:
25)
  He first found his brother Simon, and said to him, “We have 
found the Mes si ah.” (John 1:41)

But Christ was not like an earthly king for He came to con quer 
sin and death through His own death. He was the suf fer ing 
Messiah:

Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, and He 
shall divide the spoil with the strong; because He poured out 
His soul to death and was numbered with the trans gres sors. 
(Isaiah 53:12)
  But we preach Christ crucified, a stum bling block to Jews 
and folly to Gentiles. (1 Cor in thi ans 1:23)

Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah-King fore told in Old Tes ta ment proph e cy.

Why did the scrip ture 

fore tell Christ’s com-

ing rath er than Him 

just ap pear ing do ing 

signs of the King dom? 

3 Christ the Messiah

Why was a cru ci fi ed 

Messiah a stum bling 

block or fool ish ness 

to some?
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THE HOLY Spirit is God. He is also a per son and not just a 
kind of influence:

Why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spir it… you 
have not lied to men but to God! (Acts 5:3)
  For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay 
upon you no greater bur den. (Acts 15:28)

The Holy Spirit is also spoken of in oth er ways which show 
His oneness with the Fa ther and Son:

You are in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not be long 
to Him. (Romans 8:9)
  It is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speak ing 
through you. (Mat thew 10:20)
  They attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Je sus 
did not allow them. (Acts 16:7)

The distinctiveness of the Holy Spirit is seen in the way He 
leads the Church in spread ing the Kingdom word:

While they were worshipping the Lord and fast ing, the Holy 
Spirit said, “Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work 
to which I have called them.” (Acts 13:2)

We worship the Holy Spirit as we wor ship God the Fa ther 
and Jesus Christ:

Who worship by the Spirit of God and glo ry in Christ Jesus. 
(Philippians 3:3)

The remarkable distinctive of Chris tianity is the Holy Spir it in 
us. When we are born again, the Spirit re gen er ates our fallen 
spir it with holy power and energy:

The washing of re gen er a tion and renewal in the Holy Spir it. 
(Titus 3:5)

The Holy Spirit is fully God, of one sub stance with the Father and with 
the Son, yet a dis tinct Person.

He personally indwells all true be liev ers, and through the one Spirit 
we are bap tised into the one Body of Christ.

4 The Holy Spirit

Why should 

we talk about the 

Holy Spirit as “He” 

rather than “it”? 

What was the 

dif fer ence be tween 

the work of the Holy 

Spir it in the Old and 

the New Tes ta ments?
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Why do churches 

have dif fer ent 

‘dis tinc tives’ even 

though they are made 

a Body of Christ by 

the same Holy Spir it?

  The Spirit of truth, whom the world can not receive… you 
know Him, for He dwells with you, and will be in you. (John 
14:17)
  In Him you also, who .. have believed in Him, were sealed 
with the promised Holy Spirit. (Ephesians. 1:13)

But the Spirit is not given to each of us for personal spir it u al 
pleasure. Al though the Spirit makes each of us an in di vid u al 
holy temple, He is the building pow er of God’s greater tem ple 
- the Church. So He joins be liev ers together to be the Body 
of Christ:

Do you not know that your body is a tem ple of the Holy Spirit 
within you, which you have from God? (1 Corinthians 6:19)
  Do you (plural) not know that you are God’s temple and 
that God’s Spirit dwells in you? (1 Corinthians. 3:16)
  For by one Spirit we were all baptised into one body - Jews 
or Greeks, slaves or free - and all were made to drink of one 
Spirit. (1 Corinthians. 12:13)

Angels are the creation of God, to serve Him and min is ter on behalf of 
the saved ones.

The devil, a fallen angelic being, is the de ceiv er of the world, the 
father of lies, and the tempter into evil, who has been over thrown 
through Christ in the cross.

GOD CREATED all that is seen and that which is not seen 
in clud ing an gels. An gels are min is ter ing spirits with indi vidual 
identites:

Let all God’s angels wor ship Him. (He brews 1:6)
  Who makes His angels winds, and His serv ants flames of 
fire. (He brews 1:7)
  In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God. 
(Luke 1:26)

And, as is necessary, angels can ap pear in a form which is 
visible to men:

About the ninth hour of the day he saw clear ly in a vi sion an 

How can we show 

re spect to an gels 

and encourage 

their pres ence in our 

daily living?

5 Angels
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In what way do we 

have more power 

than the devil? 

How can we use 

this power more 

effectively?

angel of God com ing in and say ing to him, “Cornelius.” (Acts 
10:3)
  An angel of the Lord ap peared, and a light shone in the cell; 
and he struck Pe ter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up 
quick ly.” (Acts 12:7)
  For this very night there stood by me an angel of the God to 
Whom I belong and Whom I worship, and he said, “Do not be 
afraid, Paul. ” (Acts 27:23-24)

Angels have a special ministry to those who are re ceiv ing 
God’s grace:

For I tell you that in heaven their angels al ways behold the face 
of My Father. (Mat thew 18:10)
  Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to serve, for the 
sake of those who are to ob tain salvation. (Hebrews 1:14)

The devil or Satan only has an gel ic pow er. His ex act or i gin 
is unknown but he appears to have fallen from a po si tion of 
au thor i ty. He still has his power which he uses for evil:

And He said to them, “I saw Satan fall like light ning from 
heav en.” (Luke 10:18)
  We know that we are of God, and the whole world is in the 
power of the evil one. (1 John 5:19)
  You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your 
father’s de sires. He was a murderer from the be gin ning, and has 
noth ing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in him. 
When he lies, he speaks ac cord ing to his own nature, for he is 
a liar and the father of lies. (John 8:44)

He tries to tempt men and wom en to sin so as to destroy them 
and accuse them before God:

The Spirit immediately drove Him out into the wil der ness. 
And He was in the wil der ness forty days, tempted by Satan. 
(Mark 1:12-13)
  Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, 
seek ing some one to de vour. Resist him, firm in your faith. (1 
Pe ter 5:8-9)
  He may be puffed up with conceit and fall into the con dem -
na tion of the devil. (1 Tim o thy 3:6)

But Christ through the cross has bro ken his power of ac cu -
sa tion over us:

That through death He might destroy him who has the power 
of death, that is, the dev il. (He brews 2:14)
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  The accuser of our breth ren has been thrown down, who 
ac cus es them day and night be fore our God. And they have 
con quered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of 
their tes ti mo ny. (Rev e la tion 12:10-11)

MAN WAS made in the image of God. This makes us dis tinct 
from animals and also from angels. Animals have no spir it or 
sense of worship. Angels have no body in the like ness of the 
eternal Son of God who has a glorified and resur rected body 
for ever:

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, after Our 
like ness”. (Genesis 1:26)

After the Fall man became aware of his un clean ness and hid 
himself from the Lord God of purity and holiness:

And the man and his wife hid themselves from the pres ence of 
the Lord God. (Gen e sis 3:8)

Man was no longer God-centred but flesh-centred. He was not 
a slave to the law of love in God but a slave to the law of sin 
in his fallen body. The devil who tempted Eve has suc cess ful ly 
tempted all men and wom en to do the most evil of things. Man 
had fallen from God’s will:

Since all have sinned and fall short of the glo ry of God. (Ro-
 mans 3:23)

Of our own works we cannot be deliv ered from this law of sin. 
But by God’s mercy He can open our hearts to see Je sus and 
come to Him for salvation:

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23)

6 Man
Man was created by God, but has fall en away from God’s presence and 
like ness and so is doomed to suf fer the tor ment of everlasting hell. 
Only through God’s mer cy can man be re leased from the cap tiv i ty to his 
sin ful fl esh and enter into eternal life.

What does it mean 

to be re stored to 

God’s glo ry?
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7 God’s People
God’s eternal purpose is to gain a peo ple for His own pos ses sion and 
glory.

GOD MADE covenant with Abraham as fa ther of the cho sen 
race of Israel. This promise is ful filled in the New Cov e nant 
through Jesus Christ, which unites both Jews and Gen tiles in 
the true Is ra el, the church of the living God.
Man was made in God’s image to be en joyed by God. Man’s 
pure worship and love was to bring God pleasure:

Now before he (Enoch) was taken he was at test ed as hav ing 
pleased God. And with out faith it is impos sible to please Him. 
(He brews 11:5-6)

After the Fall, God sought again for a peo ple to bring Him 
pleas ure. The Old and the New Testament is the story of how 
this de sire was achieved.
   Abraham was a man of faith and the father of God’s old 
cov e nant people:

I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your 
de scend ants after you through out their genera tions for an ev-
 er last ing cov e nant, to be God to you and to your de scend ants 
after you. (Genesis 17:7)

This people was established under the lead er ship of Moses and 
given the Law. The Law taught them how to please God:

For you are a people holy to the Lord your God, and the Lord 
has chosen you to be a peo ple for His own possession, out of all 
the peo ples that are on the face of the earth. (Deu ter ono my 
14:2)

When Israel wilfully broke this Law and turned to other gods, 
then the Lord prom ised a New Covenant for the peo ple who 
would be His:

But this is the covenant which I will make… I will put My law 
within them, and I will write it upon their hearts; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be My people. (Jer e mi ah 31:33)

The Church of Jesus is the fulfilment of this people. We are 

How does God 

write His Law 

on our hearts?
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How does God cir cum -

cise our hearts in the 

new cre a tion?

His people:

“I will live in them and move among them, and I will be their 
God, and they shall be My people.” (2 Corinthians 6:16)

God’s covenant sign to Abraham was circumcision:

This is My covenant, which you shall keep, be tween Me and 
you and your descendants after you: every male among you 
shall be cir cum cised. (Genesis 17:10)

This was the practice of the peo ple of Israel which made them 
particularly dif fer ent from other races. After the King dom was 
di vid ed into Israel and Judah in the time of the kings, both 
halves were deported to foreign lands. Israel dis ap peared as a 
kingdom but some of Judah returned to Je ru sa lem to rebuild 
the Tem ple. These were the Jews who con tin ued in the Law 
and the covenant of cir cum ci sion.
  The Jews treated other races with con tempt and called them 
“Gentile sin ners”. They would not even eat with them. But Jews 
are also sinners and need Je sus. So when Jews are con vert ed 
along with Gen tiles there is reconcilia tion. To geth er, as the 
church, we are the fulfilling of God’s desire for His own people 
- a holy Israel:

For neither circumcision counts for an y thing, nor uncircumci-
sion, but a new cre a tion. Peace and mercy be upon all who walk 
by this rule, upon the Israel of God. (Galatians 6:15-16)
  He is not a real Jew who is one outwardly, nor is true cir-
 cum ci sion something external and phys i cal. He is a Jew who 
is one in ward ly, and real circumci sion is a matter of the heart. 
(Ro mans 2:28-29)
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NO ONE can choose to enter the King dom of God unless 
God has first opened his heart to believe. God exercises His 
sov er eign ty in this way. We enter the king dom through faith 
and not by our own efforts or good ness. Grace chooses us and 
even then we cannot earn our salvation - it is free:

Justified by His grace as a gift, through the re demp tion which 
is in Christ Jesus. (Ro mans 3:24)

All the blessings of salvation are free gifts to us. Men can only 
repent when God gives them the gift:

God exalted Him…to give repentance…and forgiveness of 
sins. (Acts 5:31)

Faith, too, is a gift from God and not some thing we can ac-
 quire ourselves:

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not 
your own doing, it is the gift of God. (Ephesians 2:8)

New birth follows repentance and faith. Only God as Fa ther 
can make some one a newborn spiritual child. The pow er of 
the Spirit changes them and transfers them into the King dom 
of God:

Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot en ter the king dom of God. (John 3:5)

Baptism is a word meaning “dipped” or “im mersed”. Bap tism 
is a dem on stra tion to the world and the heavenly pow ers that 
the newborn Christian is en ter ing the kingdom:

Rise and be baptised and wash away your sins, calling on His 
name. (Acts 22:16)

In baptism in water God works through the Holy Spirit to 
deal with the old life of the believer. There is a trans ac tion of 
spir it u al power in the ex pe ri ence of bap tism.

8 Water Baptism
God works sovereignly in free grace to sin ful men, giving them 
re pent ance, faith, and new birth to enter the King dom of God.

Scripture reveals the necessity of bap tism in water, iden ti fy ing the 
be liev er with the death, burial, and res ur rec tion of Christ.

Why should 

baptism be only 

for the born again, 

and by im mer sion?

What is a realistic ‘age 

of accountability’ for 

deciding to be bap-

tised?
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Why do you think 

some peo ple have 

a “bad birth” into 

the king dom?

   Firstly, baptism is entering the death of Jesus on the cross. 
It is an experi ence of death for the old nature:

Do you not know that all of us who have been bap tised into 
Christ Jesus were bap tised into His death? (Romans 6:3)

Secondly, baptism is the burial of the old sin ful life. It is as 
though it is placed in the tomb of Jesus:

We were buried therefore with Him by bap tism into death. 
(Ro mans 6:4)

And finally, as we rise out of the wa ters of baptism we are 
entering the resurrec tion of Jesus and em bark ing on a new 
life of power and victory:

For if we have been united with Him in a death like His, we 
shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His. 
(Ro mans 6:5)

THE BAPTISM in the Holy Spirit was first re vealed to John 
the Bap tist. He spoke of how it would char ac ter ise the rev o -
lu tion ary min is try of Jesus:

He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. (Luke 
3:16)

Jesus spoke prophetically of how His dis ci ples had to re ceive 
the spirit after His as cen sion to heaven:

“And behold, I send the promise of My Fa ther upon you; but 
stay in the city, until you are clothed with power from on high.” 
(Luke 24:49)

On the Day of Pentecost and af ter wards these proph e cies 
were fulfilled:

And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
(Acts 2:4)

What difference 

has the bap tism of the 

Holy Spirit made in 

your life?

9 Spirit Baptism
Baptism in the Spirit (normally with the gift of tongues) is a vital work 
of God in the be liev er, bring ing sanctifi cation and power. Holy liv ing 
how ev er re quires self-de ni al and many ex pe ri enc es of the Spir it’s grace.
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The baptism of the Holy Spirit is a sanc ti fy ing work of God 
be cause it sets us apart from the world and sin and gives us 
power to be holy:

Chosen and destined by God the Father and sancti fied by the 
Spir it for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with His 
blood. (1 Peter 1:2)

Holiness is a process of being healed from the ef fects of sin and 
learning to live close to God in obe di ence to His will:

Let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and 
spir it, and make holiness per fect in the fear of God. (2 Cor-
inthians 7:1)

10 Holy Society
God’s covenant people are not to love the world, nor the things in the 
world. As His temple they are to be a holy so ci e ty that dis plays the 
fruits of right eousness and shows light to the world.

THE CALL to be God’s people is also a call to be sep a rate 
from the world:

“I will live in them and move among them, and I will be their 
God, and they shall be My people. Therefore come out from 
them, and be separate from them,” says the Lord, “and touch 
noth ing un clean; then I will welcome you, and I will be a father 
to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters,” says the Lord 
Al mighty.” (2 Corinthians 6:16-18)

Our separation from the world is a sign that we are really filled 
with God’s love:

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If any one 
loves the world, love for the Father is not in him. For all that 
is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and 
the pride of life, is not of the Father but is of the world. (1 John 
2:15-16)

Our separation from the world en a bles our tes ti mo ny to car ry 
power. We are a light which convicts the world:

You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 

Why is 

separation such a 

conten tious issue in 

the church to day?

We Believe
Page 14



Which gifts 

would most help your 

church house hold to 

ma ture and grow?

THE CHURCH is really a community be cause its mem bers 
are joined to one an oth er in love. The church is not a build ing 
but a spir it u al temple built of hu man living stones. In it we are 
called to love and serve one another:

We, though many, are one body in Christ, and indi vidually 
mem bers one of another. (Ro mans 12:5)
  By this all men will know that you are My disci ples, if you 
have love for one another. (John 13:35)

God gives varying gifts to His church so that it can fulfil a 
threefold purpose:
a) To worship God and love Him with eve ry thing we have 
and are:

“You shall worship the Lord your God and Him only shall you 
serve.” (Matthew 4:10)

b) To care for one an oth er and build the church up as strong 
and mature:

When each part is working properly, makes bod i ly growth and 
upbuilds itself in love. (Eph es ians 4:16)

c) To be a testimony to the spir it u al pow ers in the heavenlies 
and to people on the earth that the King dom has come:

To make all men see what is the plan of the mys tery hid den for 

11 Church-Communities
The regenerate should gather together in lo cal Church-Com mu ni ties 
in a vol un tary covenant bond, with love and serv ice, with var i ous gifts 
and grac es fl ow ing through each mem ber.

hid… let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father Who is in heav en. 
(Mat thew 5:14-16)

The world is convicted by our right eousness of life. We live in 
the equality of love for one another. This shows that we are 
genuinely God’s people:

By this it may be seen who are the chil dren of God, and who 
are the children of the devil; who ev er does not do right is not of 
God, nor he who does not love his broth er. (1 John 3:10)
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ages in God who cre at ed all things; that through the church 
the man i fold wis dom of God might now be made known to the 
prin ci pal i ties and powers in the heav en ly plac es. (Ephesians 
3:9-10)

THE CHURCH is the Body of Christ. We are only way in 
which men and women can now see Christ and touch Him 
in any way at all. The church can be looked at in three great 
ways:
a) The local church
This is a group of believers who are joined together in a dis trict 
to testify to Jesus as their Saviour and Lord. This dis trict may 
be a village, town, suburb or an is land. They have meet ings for 
worship and strength en ing. They have the com mu ni ty heart 
of shar ing to geth er prac ti cal ly.
b) The universal church
All true believers wherever they live be long in a sense to one 
Body of Christ. They may be in different cities or coun tries but 
they are of the same Spirit and there fore Body. They can not 
all meet or share to geth er, but together they are a witness to 
Jesus to the world.
c) The triumphant church
All the saints of old and new covenants who have died are part 
of the eternal gath er ing of God’s people. When Christ re turns 
and the new earth is revealed, all those justified by faith will 
live tri um phant ly with Christ for ever as His church.
The church is made up only of those tru ly born again. It is 
pos si ble to be lieve in God and even in Je sus in a sense with out 
being re al ly born again:

You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the de mons be lieve 
- and shudder. (James 2:19)
  And demons also came out of many, cry ing, “You are the Son 
of God!” (Luke 4:41)

And it is possible to fall from a true faith into de cep tion and 

12 The Body of Christ
God unites believers in the Body of Christ, the Church. This is seen in 
the local church, the universal church on earth, and as the tri um phant 
church in glo ry.

Why can an 

over-con cen tra tion 

on the universal 

church make us less 

committed to the 

Kingdom?
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believe lies:

Now the Spirit expressly says that in lat er times some will de part 
from the faith by giv ing heed to deceitful spirits and doc trines 
of demons. (1 Timothy 4:1)
  By rejecting conscience, certain per sons have made ship wreck 
of their faith. (1 Tim o thy 1:19)

The church has no option but to ex clude or ex com mu ni cate 
those who be lieve lies. This is especially true of her e sies about 
the di vin i ty of the Lord Jesus Christ:

Any one… who does not abide in the doc trine of Christ does not 
have God; he who abides in the doctrine has both the Father 
and the Son. (2 John:9)

People who believe heresies are di vi sive and de struc tive and 
must be re moved from fel low ship with the church:

Take note of those who create dissensions and difficulties, in 
op po si tion to the doc trine which you have been taught; avoid 
them. (Ro mans 16:17)
  As for a man who is factious, after ad mon ish ing him once or 
twice, have noth ing more to do with him knowing that such a 
person is perverted and sinful; he is self-con demned. (Titus 3:
10-11)

Which beliefs do we 

con sid er he ret i cal?

JESUS STATED the need to renounce all things very 
clear ly:

Sell your possessions, and give alms. (Luke 12:33)
  If any one comes to Me and does not hate his own father and 
moth er and wife and chil dren and broth ers and sisters, yes, and 
even his own life, he cannot be My disciple. (Luke 14:26)
  So therefore, whoever of you does not re nounce all that he has 
can not be My dis ci ple. (Luke 14:33)
  Whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. (Matthew 16:
25)

The things of earth, even though they may be dear to us, can 

How has following 

Jesus changed your 

relationship with 

natural family and 

friends?

13 Renouncing All
We accept Je sus’ com mands to re nounce all oth er things to be His dis ci ples, 
grow ing into holy ma tu ri ty. This does not mean that we be come ex clu sive 
or re ject the nat u ral fam i ly. The goal of dis ci ple ship is holy ma tu ri ty.
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compete with our service for the Lord. Je sus teaches us to get 
our pri or i ties right and to turn pri or i ties into ac tions.
   Renouncing can be literal and from the heart. When we sell 
possessions we are literally renouncing what we own. When 
we hate our life and our natural fam i ly in the sense that Jesus 
meant it is a heart matter which influences our atti tudes. By 
worldly stand ards men will con sid er that we hate our nat u ral 
family. From our point of view we love them more than ever. 
But because of our priority to fol low Jesus first, it is seen as 
hatred.

THE COMMUNITY which followed the Pen te cost re viv al 
was birthed in the life of Jesus. He had lived in community 
with His dis ci ple band:

Some thought that, because Judas had the mon ey box, Je sus was 
telling him, “Buy what we need for the feast”. (John 13:29)

And He taught clearly the need for com mu ni ty sharing:

Peter began to say to Him, “Lo, we have left every thing and 
fol lowed You. Jesus said, “Truly, I say to You, there is no one 
who has left house or broth ers or sis ters or mother or father or 
chil dren or lands, for My sake and for the gos pel, who will not 
receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and broth ers and 
sisters and moth ers and children and lands, with persecutions. 
(Mark 10:28-30)

Christian community is the greatest ex pres sion of the jus-
 tice of God’s King dom. It is the perfect op por tu ni ty to love 
your broth er as yourself. This gave the early church a great 
tes ti mo ny:

Now the company of those who believed were of one heart 
and soul, and no one said that any of the things which he 
pos sessed 

14 Community
We believe that, where pos si ble, it is right for be liev ers to vol un tar i ly 
share their pos ses sions and income, hav ing “all things in com mon” as 
in the fi rst Church-Com mu ni ty in Je ru sa lem. Commu nity mem ber ship is 
not, however, a condi tion for Church mem ber ship.

What are 

the benefi ts of 

Chris tian com mu ni ty 

to the church?
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was his own, but they had everything in com mon. And with 
great pow er the apos tles gave their tes ti mo ny to the res ur rec tion 
of the Lord Je sus, and great grace was upon them all. (Acts 
4:32-33)

WHEN JESUS taught about the con flict of rich es, He was 
mocked by the Phari sees:

“No servant can serve two masters; for ei ther he will hate the 
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and 
despise the other. You can not serve God and mam mon.” The 
Phar i sees, who were lovers of money, heard all this, and they 
scoffed at Him. (Luke 16:13-14)

The worldly heart revolves around mon ey. So does the heart 
of the worldly religious. Jesus taught the need to re nounce 
what is ours:

Sell your possessions, and give alms; pro vide yourselves with 
purs es that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens. 
(Luke 12:33)

Those who would believe in Christ and yet pursue wealth run 
along a slip pery road:

He went away sor row ful; for he had great posses sions. And 
Jesus looked around and said to His disciples, “How hard it 
will be for those who have riches to enter the king dom of God!” 
(Mark 10:22-23)

But those who de sire to be rich fall into:

...tempta tion, into a snare, into many sense less and hurtful desires 
that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is 
the root of all evils; it is through this crav ing that some have wan dered 
away from the faith and pierced their hearts with many pangs. (1 
Tim o thy 6:9-10)

We must learn how to use what mon ey we have gen er ous ly 

15 God and Mammon
It is not possible to serve God and Mam mon (wealth), as Je sus taught. 
The church will there fore be seen to have a dis tinc tive culture, dif fer ent 
from so ci e ty at large.

Why are 

the world ly-minded 

in love with mon ey?
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for God:

He who sows boun ti ful ly will also reap boun ti ful ly… God loves 
a cheer ful giver. (2 Cor in thi ans 9:6-7)

WE MUST submit to worldly au thor i ty in or der to please God. 
If we refuse to do so we will in the end grieve the Spirit:

Let every person be sub ject to the gov ern ing au thorities. For 
there is no au thor i ty ex cept from God, and those that exist have 
been instituted by God. There fore he who resists the au thor i ties 
resists what God has ap point ed, and those who resist will incur 
judg ment. (Romans 13:1-2)

Although authorities exist in the will of God, it some times 
happens that they also per se cute us for our faith:

If you are reproached for the name of Christ, you are bless ed, 
be cause the spir it of glory and of God rests upon you. But let 
none of you suffer as a murderer, or a thief, or a wrong do er, 
or a mis chief-maker; yet if one suffers as a Chris tian, let him 
not be ashamed, but un der that name let him glo ri fy God. (1 
Pe ter 4:14-16)

We do risk punishment for following the truth and con science. 
In this case we must bear it with patience:

So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at 
all in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John an swered them, 
“... we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” 
And when they had further threat ened them, they let them go. 
(Acts 4:18-21)
  When they had called in the apostles, they beat them and 
charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them 
go. Then they left the pres ence of the council, rejoicing that they 
were count ed worthy to suffer dis hon our for the name. (Acts 
5:40-41)

16 World ly Au thor i ty
We respect and submit to gov ern ments and sec u lar au thor i ty, while 
re serv ing our free dom of faith and wor ship.

Why does God sup-

port world ly au thor i ty 

even when it is not 

Chris tian?
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COMMON GRACE is God’s good ness to all mankind wheth-
 er they are good or evil. It was promised with the rain bow after 
the Flood in Noah’s day:

“While the earth remains, seedtime and har vest, cold and heat, 
summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.” (Gen e sis 
8:22)

And the promise of goodness was for all men:

He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends 
rain on the just and on the unjust. (Mat thew 5:45)

Man’s creativity which he has inherit ed from the Cre a tor 
also works for good in God’s common grace. This means that 
many dis cov er ies prove to be a bless ing to man kind. Progress 
in build ing con struction makes for safer dwell ing plac es. And 
man kind can live in more hostile environments. Discoveries 
in med i cine have brought heal ing from such aw ful things as 
lep ro sy and small pox.
   And also there is a basic kindness found in hu man i ty with out 
which life would be im pos si ble. Anne Frank re marked in her 
war time diary - “de spite all I have been through I still think 
peo ple are basically kind at heart.”

17 Common Grace
We recognise God’s ‘common grace’ to all man kind, and that there is 
there fore good ness to be found in many human activities and in ven tions.

In what ways 

do you see com mon 

grace at work?

JESUS SPOKE about the cross to His dis ci ples as He neared 
the end of His min is try. It was a teaching they found hard to 
ac cept:

From that time Jesus began to show His dis ci ples that He must 
go to Je ru sa lem and suf fer… And Peter took Him and 

18 Bearing The Cross
Believers are to bear their own cross, suf fer ing re proach and 
per se cu tion for Christ’s sake.
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Why do some 

Chris tians op pose 

tak ing up the cross 

in a rad i cal way?

began to re buke Him, say ing, “God forbid, Lord! This shall 
never hap pen to You.” (Matthew 16:21-22)

Jesus had to rebuke Peter for his natu ral way of view ing things. 
Then He went on to ap ply the prin ci ple of cross-bear ing to 
the life of the disciple:

“If any man would come after Me, let him deny himself and 
take up his cross and fol low Me. For whoever would save his 
life will lose it, and who ev er los es his life for My sake will find 
it.” (Matthew 16:24-25)

Those who wish to save their lives de sire to live for nat u ral 
things and the cares and loves of this present world. Those 
who lose their lives by the cross live so that the pow er of the 
eter nal Spir it will be theirs. 
  Those who take up the cross will be re ject ed by men as Jesus 
was. This per se cu tion may come from peo ple we love:

“You will be delivered up even by parents and broth ers and 
kins men and friends.” (Luke 21:16)

THE FINAL command of Jesus was for His dis ci ples to go 
out into all the world:

Go into all the world and preach the gospel to the whole cre a tion. 
(Mark 16:15)
  And they went forth and preached eve ry where, while the Lord 
worked with them and confirmed the message by the signs that 
at tend ed it. (Mark 16:20)

Our other mo ti va tion for preaching the gos pel is the love of 
God in our hearts:

For the love of Christ controls us, because we are con vinced that 
one has died for all; therefore all have died. And He died for all, 
that those who live might live no longer for themselves 

19 Evangelism
We believe that the gos pel of Jesus Christ is the power of sal va tion to 
all who be lieve. This gospel shall be pro claimed through the living and 
mil i tant witness of the Church-Com mu ni ty in the pow er of God, con fi rmed 
by signs and won ders. The poor will be es pe cial ly re cep tive to the gospel.

Do you have 

a pos i tive ap proach 

to evangelism, and 

are you anoint ed 

in it?
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but for Him who for their sake died and was raised. (2 Cor-
inthians 5:14-15)

There is also a bless ing for us as we en gage in evan ge lism. 
God’s favour is upon us be cause He anoints us and makes us 
beau ti ful people:

But how are men to call upon Him in whom they have not 
be lieved? And how are they to be lieve in Him of whom they 
have never heard? And how are they to hear with out a preach er? 
And how can men preach un less they are sent? As it is writ ten, 
“How beau tiful are the feet of those who preach good news!” 
(Romans 10:14-15)

Evangelism is a min is try which the Holy Spirit will give us 
pow er to perform:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, be cause He has anoint ed 
Me to preach good news to the poor.” (Luke 4:18)

HOLINESS IS the qual i ty of God that means He is pure and 
with out blem ish. Everything about Him is com plete ly holy. 
He re quires that we share this with Him:

But as He who called you is holy, be holy your selves in all your 
con duct; since it is writ ten, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 
(1 Pe ter 1:15-16)

This holiness is im plant ed in us through the Holy Spir it’s 
power:

And designated Son of God in power ac cord ing to the Spirit of 
holiness by His res ur rec tion from the dead. (Ro mans 1:4)

And the heavenly Father disciplines us so that we can share 
His holiness:

He disciplines us for our good that we may share His ho li ness. 
(He brews 12:10)

We believe that un less we continue to love God and His ho li 

20 Holiness
God calls us to be holy, as He is holy. Where there is a consistent wilful 
rejec tion of this call to holiness then aposta sy must result.

What are the 

dif fer enc es between 

backsliding and 

apostasy?
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ness, then we shall fall from grace. If we refuse to receive His 
discipline then He may cast us off to the point of losing our 
faith in apostasy:

For if we sin de lib er ate ly after receiving the knowl edge of the 
truth, there no longer re mains a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful 
pros pect of judg ment. (Hebrews 10:26-27)
  They then commit apos ta sy, since they cru ci fy the Son of God 
on their own account and hold Him up to con tempt. (He brews 
6:6)

THERE ARE three cat e go ries of church dis ci pline with the 
aim in each case to:
i) win the erring mem ber back,
ii) keep the spirit of the church pure.
a)Matthew 18 - On-going discipline

If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, be tween 
you and him alone. If he lis tens to you, you have gained your 
broth er. But if he does not listen, take one or two oth ers along 
with you…if he refuses to lis ten to them, tell it to the church; 
and if he refuses to listen… let him be to you as a Gen tile and 
a tax collector. (verses 15-17)

This process of dis ci pline continues for most of the time in 
church life. Usually, breth ren ac knowl edge their fault be fore 
the church house hold becomes involved.
b)Titus 3 - Dis ci plin ing the divisive

As for a man who is factious, after ad mon ish ing him once or 
twice have nothing more to do with him. (verse 10)

This usually happens with leaders or peo ple of in flu ence. It is 
does not apply to the immature or unstable.
c)1 Corinthians 5 - Immediate ex clu sion

When you are assembled, and my spirit is present, with the pow er 
of our Lord Jesus, you are to deliver this man to Satan for the 
de struc tion of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in 

21 Church Discipline
The Scriptures give authority for Church dis ci plines of cor rec tion and, if 
neces sary, ex clu sion, with the aim of re stor ing a fel low-mem ber from sin.

How can we guard 

against self-right eous 

rejection during disci-

pline?
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the day of the Lord Jesus. (verses 4-5)

This happens in situations of serious moral sin where there 
is no repentance.

CANON IS a word meaning the list of books which were 
gen er al ly accepted as inspired. This list was de cid ed on many 
cen tu ries ago. The Old Testament books were the Jewish 
Scrip tures. Those which were not felt to be inspired but have 
been passed on are in The Apoc ry pha. The books and letters 
in clud ed in New Tes ta ment are those generally agreed upon 
as being in spired.
  The principle of inspiration is:

All scripture is inspired by God and prof it a ble for teach ing, for 
reproof, for cor rec tion, and for training in right eous ness, that the 
man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 
(2 Timothy 3:16-17)

This inspiration came through holy men who knew the pro-
 phet ic wisdom of the Holy Spirit. We must in ter pret the scrip-
tures in the Spirit not independently:

No prophecy of scrip ture is a matter of one’s own in ter pre ta tion, 
be cause no proph e cy ever came by the impulse of man, but 
men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. (2 Peter 1:
20-21)

This written word is the Word of God as it conveys the truth 
of Jesus to us who is the Word of God:

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace 
and truth. (John 1:14)

The bible is the test of new rev e la tions. They are sim ply new 
light shining out of the in spi ra tions in the scrip tures.

22 The Bible
The Bible (the Old and New Tes ta ments in the Prot es tant canon) is the 
fully in spired Word of God, and, in ter pret ed by the Holy Spirit, is alone 
the warrant for our faith and prac tice.

Why must 

the bible not be 

in ter pret ed to satisfy 

per son al ideas?
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What speaks to you of 

covenant in baptism 

and com mun ion?

THE WORD sac ra ment means ba si cal ly a sa cred cov e nant. 
Christ taught us to bap tise disciples and share bread and wine 
to geth er. These are out ward signs of God’s inward grace. They 
show that some thing is hap pen ing spir it u al ly with in us. So 
sac ra ments must be times of spir itual pow er and not just re li -
gious rit u al. The four as pects of sac ra ments are:
a)The out ward sign
In baptism this is dip ping the person right under the wa ter.
   In Communion it is eat ing bread and drink ing wine.
b)The command of Christ
Jesus said:

Go therefore and make disciples of all na tions, bap tis ing them. 
(Mat thew 28:19)
  The Lord Jesus… took bread, and when He had giv en thanks, 
He broke it, and said, “This is My body which is for you. Do 
this in re mem brance of Me”. In the same way also the cup…
  “This cup is the new cov e nant in My blood. Do this… in 
remem brance of Me.” (1 Corinthians 11:23-25)

c)Spiritual power
In baptism we enter the power of the death, burial and res-
 ur rec tion of Jesus as far as our old na ture is concerned. In 
Com mun ion we are spir it u al ly eating and drink ing the life 
and grace of Christ.
d)The covenant bond
In baptism we are baptised into the Body of Christ and be long 
in cov e nant love. In Com mun ion we strength en the bond which 
makes us members of one an oth er.

23 Sacraments
We practise the sac ra ments of bap tism of be liev ers by im mer sion, and 
of Holy Com mun ion in bread and wine.
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IN NEW Testament times, foot-wash ing was a sign of hos pi -
tal i ty. When a visitor entered the house their feet would be un-
 com fort a ble from the dusty roads. The lowest slave per formed 
the job of remov ing the san dals and washing the feet. Simon 
the Pharisee in sult ed Jesus by not offering Him this hos pi tal i ty. 
But in spired by the Spirit the pros ti tute washed His feet:

I entered your house, you gave Me no wa ter for My feet, but 
she has wet My feet with her tears and wiped them with her 
hair. (Luke 7:44)

Jesus showed His servant-heart to the dis ci ples at the Last 
Supper:

Jesus… rose from supper, laid aside His gar ments, and girded 
Himself with a towel. Then He poured water into a basin, and 
be gan to wash the dis ci ples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel 
with which He was gird ed. (John 13:3-5)

In the apostle Paul’s mind foot-wash ing showed those who 
were genuine serv ants of the church:

And she must be well attested for her good deeds, as one who 
has… washed the feet of the saints. (1 Timothy 5:10)

It is good for us to use the symbolism of foot-wash ing to show 
our servant-heart. It is a time of unity when people get rec-
onciled to one another. We also wash the feet of new church 
members to welcome them amongst us.

24 Foot-Washing
We practise washing of feet to sym bol ise our serv ice to one another in 
the love of Christ.

Where does 

humility come into 

foot-washing?
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THERE ARE different kinds of heal ing in the New Tes ta ment. 
Jesus healed as a sign which dem on strat ed the pow er of the 
King dom. The heal ing min is try in the church brings help to 
the needy in body and soul. We be lieve that both still op er ate 
to day. There is also heal ing grace as we are filled with the Spirit. 
And heal ing of the soul happens through prayer 

26 Heal ing
We practise the anoint ing of the sick with oil together with laying on of 
hands, pray ing for heal ing of body and soul.

NEW CHRISTIANS are received as church mem bers by bap-
 tism. This is a cov e nant oc ca sion when they are made mem-
 bers of the Body of Christ. When Chris tians who have been 
baptised before wish to join us they too may join us through 
a cov e nant declaration. First ly, they should be sure that their 
bap tism was a genuine work of the Holy Spir it’s pow er. If this 
was the case they may make their cov e nant pledge by the Right 
Hand of Fel low ship.
  The joining of hands has long had cov e nant significance:

“Is your heart true to my heart as mine is to yours?” And 
Jehonadab answered, “It is.” Jehu said, “If it is, give me your 
hand.” (2 Kings 10:15)

In the New Tes ta ment the apostles used it to in di cate their 
com mit ment to the dif fer ent aspects of the work of the gos pel. 
It showed their unity in a com mon cause:

And when they per ceived the grace that was giv en to me, James 
and Cephas and John… gave to me and Barnabas the right 
hand of fellowship, that we should go to the Gen tiles, and they 
to the circum cised. (Galatians 2:9)

25 Right Hand of Fellowship
We receive into membership and the covenant bond of broth er hood 
through the Right Hand of Fel low ship those who have been validly 
bap tised and show the fruits of ho li ness and love.

Why is 

the idea of 

binding, covenantal 

com mit ment 

a stumbling block 

to some people?
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Do you have 

a heal ing gift? 

How have you re-

ceived any ob vi ous 

heal ing?

and the love of the broth er hood.
a)Life to our bod ies

The Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you… will give life to your mor tal bodies. (Ro mans 8:11)

Being filled with the Holy Spirit helps us to live in heal ing 
grace.
b)Signs and won ders

And these signs will accompany those who be lieve… they will 
lay their hands on the sick and they will recover. (Mark 16:
17-18)

Healing is to be a part of our evan ge lism effectiveness.
c)Anointing with oil

Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over 
him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord, and the 
prayer of faith will save the sick man, and the Lord will raise him 
up; and if he has com mit ted sins, he will be for giv en. Therefore 
confess your sins… and pray for one an oth er, that you may be 
healed. (James 5:14-16)

One of the spiritual gifts is “gifts of heal ings”. There are dif-
 fer ent types of heal ing depending on the gift received.

27 Lay ing on of Hands
We practise laying on of hands for bap tism in the Holy Spirit, for re-
 ceiv ing of spiritual gifts, for com mis sion ing to min is try of fi c es.

Do you recall any 

par tic u lar ly anoint ed 

times when hands 

were laid on you?

LAYING ON of hands has a long histori cal tra di tion as a way 
of bringing bless ing. Usu al ly one who is old er or anoint ed 
brings a blessing to another. Isaac and Jacob blessed their 
sons in this way. In the church, lay ing on of hands carries the 
pow er of the Spirit:
a)Baptism in the Spir it

And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spir it 
came on them; and they spoke with tongues and proph e sied. 
(Acts 19:6)

This is the usual way of helping peo ple into re ceiv ing the 
baptism of the Spirit.
b)Receiving spiritual gifts
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How can we 

dis tin guish be tween 

the hu man spirit, 

the Holy Spirit and 

a de mon ic spir it?

THE MINISTRY of exorcism (or ‘deliverance ministry’) did 
not start with Je sus:

“And if I cast out de mons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons 
cast them out?” (Mat thew 12:27)

The difference was that Jesus had amaz ing power:

And they were all amazed and said to one an oth er, “What is 
this word? For with au thor i ty and power He com mands the 
un clean spir its, and they come out.” (Luke 4:36)

Jesus gave this au thor i ty to his disci ples:

And He called the twelve together and gave them power and 
au thor i ty over all demons. (Luke 9:1)

After Pentecost the church continued with this min is try which 
dem on strat ed the pow er of the Kingdom:

And the multitudes with one accord gave heed to what was said 
by Philip, when they heard him and saw the signs which he 
did. For un clean spirits came out of many who were pos sessed, 
crying with a loud voice. (Acts 8:6-7)

28 Exorcism
Christ’s church has power in His Name to ex or cise de mon ic spir its.

When Paul laid hands on the Ephesian dis ci ples they re ceived 
spiritual gifts. Lead ers can lay hands on peo ple espe cially to 
com mis sion them in spiritual gifts:

Do not neglect the gift you have, which was giv en you by 
pro phet ic utterance when the council of elders laid their hands 
upon you. (1 Timothy 4:14)

c)Commissioning to ministry office
Paul was commissioned into his ap os tol ic ministry through 
the laying on of hands:

The Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul 
for the work to which I have called them.” Then after fast ing 
and pray ing they laid their hands on them and sent them off. 
(Acts 13:2-3)

We commission new church leaders in the same way.
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This power was prom ised by Jesus to all who be lieve in Him:

And these signs will accompany those who be lieve: in My name 
they will cast out de mons. (Mark 16:17)

We believe this prom ise and make exor cism an im por tant part 
of our min is try in the Gospel.

WHEN WE bear chil dren they should only be for God’s King-
 dom and not in some way for our selves. This is how Hannah 
spoke about Sam u el who was a spe cial gift from God to her:

“Therefore I have lent him to the Lord; as long as he lives, he 
is lent to the Lord.” (1 Samuel 1:28)

For this reason, children should be brought up in Chris tian 
principles. This is not just basic morality but brought up to 
un der stand and love the ways of the Kingdom church:

But Jesus called them to Him, saying, “Let the children come to 
Me, and do not hinder them; for to such belongs the king dom of 
God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not re ceive the kingdom 
of God like a child shall not en ter it.” (Luke 18:16-17)
  Bring them up in the discipline and in struc tion of the Lord. 
(Ephesians 6:4)

Such children, even where only one part ner be lieves, are sanc-
 ti fied - set apart for King dom influence to faith:

… consecrated through his wife… oth er wise, your chil dren would 
be unclean, but as it is they are holy. (1 Corinthians 7:14)

29 Chil dren
Infants of believing par ents are to be pre sent ed to the Lord with 
thanks giv ing and brought up in ac cord ance with the practice of the 
Church-Com mu ni ty. The faith of the parents will sanc ti fy the chil dren, 
although this needs to be con fi rmed by their own per son al new birth 
after they reach the age of ac count a bil i ty before God.

What fruits 

of sanc ti fi  ca tion 

do you see 

in the chil dren 

of our church?
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  When they are of age they need conver sion and to sub mit 
their will to God’s.

WE HAVE to acknowledge the val ue of mar riage. One of the 
er rors of the last days is the re jec tion of marriage:

Now the Spirit ex press ly says that in lat er times some will de part 
from the faith… who for bid marriage. (1 Tim o thy 4:1-3)

We believe that a Christian ought only to marry an oth er 
Chris tian. This is in or der for the re la tion ship to carry unity. 
We also en cour age mar riage within our church cov e nant to 
fur ther this work ing relationship in God’s will. Marriage with 
someone who does not hold the same vi sion or beliefs will 
have its strains:

But if the unbelieving partner desires to sep a rate, let it be so… 
For God has called us to peace. Wife, how do you know wheth er 
you will save your husband? Hus band, how do you know 
whether you will save your wife? (1 Corinthians 7:15-16)

In the marriage re la tion ship, the hus band is spir it u al head 
of the wife. He dem on strates this by his love, and she by her 
submission:

Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fit ting in the Lord. 
Hus bands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with them. 
(Colossians 3:18-19)

30 Marriage
We acknowledge the ordinance of holy mar riage be tween believers, 
in accord ance with the teach ings of Scrip ture, with the hus band as the 
spir it u al head.

What are the qual i ties 

of a hus band’s love? 

Why is a wife’s submis-

sion upbuilding in the 

relationship?
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How can celibates 

“ad ver tise” the 

rich ness and 

ef fec tive ness of 

their gift?

A CELIBATE is some one who has re nounced all thought 
of mar ry ing. We see this as a life time decision sealed with a 
sol emn vow. Jesus was cel i bate for the Lord’s sake. He taught 
that celibacy is a gift which we should seek be fore consid ering 
marriage:

There are eunuchs (mean ing cel i bates) who have made them-
 selves eu nuchs for the sake of the king dom of heaven. He who is 
able to receive this, let him re ceive it.“ (Mat thew 19:12)

Celibacy is a more favourable gift than mar riage be cause it 
frees peo ple from the cares of mar ried life. Celibates have 
un di vid ed de vo tion to the Lord:

But each has his own special gift from God, one of one kind 
and one of an oth er. To the un mar ried and the widows I say 
that it is well for them to remain single as I do. (1 Cor in -
thi ans 7:7-8)
  I want you to be free from anxieties. The un mar ried man is 
anx ious about the affairs of the Lord, how to please the Lord; 
but the married man is anxious about worldly af fairs, how to 
please his wife, and his in ter ests are divided. (1 Cor in thi ans 
7:32-34)
  So that he who mar ries his betrothed does well; and he who 
re frains from mar riage will do better. (1 Corinthians 7:38)

Celibates are free to pursue their gifts with in the Body of Christ 
with out the dis trac tion of nat u ral fam i ly or marital cares. They 
have opened a door to in creased fruitfulness.
   In our day, when the single population is growing rapidly, we 
find that widows and non-virgins are very open to this celibate 
calling

31 Celibacy
It is the call and gifting of some to re main cel i bate to de vote them-
 selves to Christ.
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GOD’S LEADERS in the Old Tes ta ment were often com pared 
with shepherds lead ing a flock:

Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, con cern ing the shep herds 
who care for My peo ple. (Jeremiah 23:2)

Gifts of leadership are given to the Church by Christ and one 
of these is the ministry of pastor (or shepherd):

And His gifts were that some should be apos tles, some proph ets, 
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers. (Ephesians 4:
11)

When the apostle Paul was founding new churches he soon 
appointed elders who had this pastor gifting. These men shared 
the leadership in the churches:

And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, 
with prayer and fast ing, they commit ted them to the Lord. 
(Acts 14:23)
  And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the 
elders of the church. (Acts 20:17)

Elders must have the qualifications list ed in the New Tes-
 ta ment. Because they carry spiritual authority, Paul is clear 
that they should be male. Women can also be leaders of other 
women.

For if a man does not know how to man age his own house hold, 
how can he care for God’s church? (1 Timothy 3:5)

32 Male Leadership
The governing authority within the lo cal Church is vested by Jesus in 
scriptural ly-qual i fi ed pastor-elders and other ministries for the sake 
of the well-being of Christ’s fl ock. In ac cord ance with biblical teaching, 
these are men.

Why should elders 

be prop er ly qual i fi ed 

and be male?
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IN THE beginning, deacons were ap pointed to help with the 
ad min is tra tion of the pentecostal community:

Now in these days when the disciples were increas ing in number, 
the Hellenists mur mured against the Hebrews be cause their 
wid ows were neglected in the daily dis tri bu tions. And the twelve 
sum moned the body of the disciples and said… “pick out from 
among you seven men.” (Acts 6:1-3)

Up until then the apostles had been re spon si ble for prac ti cal 
sharing. Now they ap point ed these seven men to this task.
Administrator is one of the gifts which God gives to the 
church:

And God has ap point ed in the church… administra tors. (1 
Cor in thi ans 12:28)

Deacons need to have certain qualifica tions which prove that 
they are trust worthy peo ple. In summary they are: se ri ous, not 
gos sips, not drunk ards, not greedy for money, and spir it u al. 
When married they should be good hus bands and fa thers. 
They are men God blesses:

For those who serve well as deacons gain a good standing for 
them selves and also great con fi dence in the faith which is in 
Christ Je sus. (1 Tim o thy 3:13)

33 Deacons
Deacons within the Church are ap point ed from those scripturally-qual-
 i fi ed to serve in practical and ad min is tra tive tasks.

How do deacons help 

to for ward our vision 

by their dil i gence?

We Believe
Page 35 



THE BIBLE teaches us to respect our lead ers in what ev er 
min is try they serve:

Obey your leaders and submit to them; for they are keep ing 
watch over your souls, as men who will have to give ac count. 
Let them do this joy ful ly, and not sadly, for that would be of no 
ad van tage to you. (He brews 13:17)

The normal proc ess es of church disci pline apply to lead ers as 
to eve ry one else. How ev er, lead ers will re ceive a more strict er 
judg ment from God:

Let not many of you become teachers, my breth ren, for you 
know that we who teach shall be judged with greater strict ness. 
(James 3:1)

And so leaders must be accountable to the church as men who 
are examples to others. If lead ers persist in sin they are to be 
re buked publicly:

Never admit any charge against an elder ex cept on the ev i dence 
of two or three wit ness es. As for those who persist in sin, re buke 
them in the pres ence of all, so that the rest may stand in fear. 
(1 Tim o thy 5:19-20)

34 Discipline of Leaders
The authority of pastors, deacons and oth er ministers is to be re spect ed 
by all mem bers. Where a pastor, dea con, or oth er min is ter proves 
un wor thy of of fi ce he is to be sub ject to the dis ci plines of the Church-
Com mu ni ty.

Why is it right 

to ex pect more 

of leaders?

THE  WORK of the Holy Spirit makes us God’s chil dren. He 
works on men and women with out any dis tinc tion in terms 

35 Gender in the Church
Male and female are equal in new crea tion sta tus, both being sons of 
God in Christ Jesus. In this present age how ev er, they are to be differ-
ent in role, ap pear ance and dress.
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What are the benefi ts 

of prac tising God’s 

holy ways in the dif-

 fer enc es be tween men 

and women?

SPECIAL DAYS were part of the Old Cov e nant wor ship. The 
New Covenant is su pe ri or to the Old. New cov e nant wor ship 
is in spirit and truth:

The true worshippers will worship the Fa ther in spirit and truth, 
for such the Father seeks to worship Him. (John 4:23)

Keeping special days appeals to the re li gious flesh and not the 
life-giving Spirit of the New Covenant:

Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in ques tions of food 
and drink or with re gard to a festi val or a new moon or a 

36 Special Days
There is no scriptural justifi cation for keep ing special days and seasons, 
though, like the fi rst Christians,  we rec og nise the sig nifi   cance of the 
fi rst day of the week as the day of the Lord’s resurrection.

Why do we not need 

to ob serve the Sab-

bath day?

of gender. This makes us one spiritually:

There is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. (Galatians 3:28)

But on our fallen earth there is the need for rulership. This is 
the responsibility of men in the church. How ev er, it does not 
change equality of spir it u al status, it is God’s order for this 
present age:

I permit no woman to teach or to have au thor i ty over men. (1 
Tim o thy 2:12)

The bible also teach es that men and women should have dif-
 fer ent appear ances. There should be no uni sex. In hair styles 
for instance:

Does not nature itself teach you that for a man to wear long 
hair is degrading to him, but if a woman has long hair, it is her 
pride? (1 Corinthians 11:14-15)

Appearance also applies to the way men and wom en dress:

A woman shall not wear anything that per tains to a man, 
nor shall a man put on a wom an’s gar ment; for whoever does 
these things is an abom i na tion to the Lord your God. (Deu-
 ter ono my 22:5)
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sabbath. These are only a shadow of what is to come; but the 
sub stance be longs to Christ. (Colossians 2:16-17)

Keeping religious festivals can even be come a stum bling block 
to church growth:

You observe days, and months and sea sons, and years! I am 
afraid I have laboured over you in vain. (Galatians 4:10-
11)

The first day of the week we recog nise as the day of Christ’s 
res ur rec tion which shat tered the old order. On that day we give 
spe cial attention to meeting to geth er for worship:

On the first day of the week, when we were gath ered to geth er to 
break bread. (Acts 20:7)

a)Prayer
Prayer is both personal and with the breth ren. Jesus taught the 
im por tance of per son al prayer. His em pha sis was on speak ing 
to the heavenly Father. This con trast ed with the times in which 
He lived where prayer was abused:

And when you pray, you must not be like the hypo crites; for 
they… pray… that they may be seen by men… But when you 
pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your 
Father who is in se cret. (Mat thew 6:5-6)

The great feature of the revival follow ing Pen te cost was the 
way in which the dis ci ples prayed together:

And they devoted themselves to… the prayers. (Acts 2:42)

b)Fasting
Fasting both individually and to geth er is a valuable source of 
spiritual power when moving with the Holy Spirit:

While they were worshipping the Lord and fast ing, the Holy 
Spirit said… Then after fast ing and praying they laid their 
hands on them and sent them off. (Acts 13:2-3)

37 Prayer & Fasting
We believe in personal prayer, in per sonal and cor po rate fasting, in 
per son al con fes sion of sin to God, and before breth ren.

What must we be 

care ful to avoid 

in personal prayer 

and fasting?
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OUR PHYSICAL bodies are part of God’s old creation. This 
cre a tion is groan ing to be made per fect and free from de cay:

The creation itself will be set free from its bond age to de cay… 
and not only the cre a tion but we ourselves, who have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait for adop tion as 
sons, the redemption of our bod ies. (Romans 8:21-23)

Until the re demp tion of our bodies the Holy Spirit brings life 
to strengthen their weakness:

The Spirit of Him Who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will 
give life to your mortal bodies also through His Spirit which 
dwells in you. (Ro mans 8:11)

And so our bodies must be yielded to God as a liv ing sac ri fice 
in recognition of His rights over us:

Present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and ac cept a ble to 
God, which is your spir it u al worship. (Romans 12:1)

We do not support the destruction of hu man life through abor-
 tion or euthana sia. God gives life and in His will He al lows 
death. Man is not some kind of god able to choose to kill the 
innocent, the maimed, the ter mi nal ly ill or the old.

38 The Body
Our mortal bodies, though subject to sick ness, decay and death, are to 
be yield ed to God. Physical life must be safe guard ed from conception to 
nat u ral death.

Why is God in ter est ed 

in our bodies?

c)Confession of faults
Jesus taught that we should confess our sins to God when 
we pray:

And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive every one who 
is indebted to us. (Luke 11:4)

And we should confess them to one another:

Therefore confess your sins to one another and pray for one 
an oth er, that you may be healed. (James 5:16)
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JESUS TAUGHT that there would be a res ur rec tion of all 
men on the last day:

The hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear His 
voice and come forth, those who have done good, to the res ur -
rec tion of life, and those who have done evil, to the res ur rec tion 
of judg ment. (John 5:28-29)

This resurrection will coincide with the sec ond com ing of 
Christ:

For the Lord Himself will descend from heav en with a cry of 
com mand… And the dead in Christ will rise first. (1 Thes-
 sa l o ni ans 4:16)

All men will be judged by the deeds done in their life:

For we must all appear before the judg ment seat of Christ, so 
that each one may receive good or evil, according to what he 
has done in the body. (2 Corinthians 5:10)

And on the basis of the judgment there will be bless ing or 
punishment:

“Truly, I say to you, as you did it not to one of the least of 
these, you did it not to Me. And they will go away into eter nal 
pun ish ment, but the righteous into eternal life”. (Mat thew 
25:45-46)

39 The Last Judge ment
The bodies of all shall rise at the com ing again of the Lord Je sus Christ, 
and all shall be judged according to the deeds done in the mortal body, 
those in Christ to eternal life and those out side of Him to everlasting 
death.

Does the thought of 

the last judgement 

have any effect on 

how you live?



WE HAVE seen how all aspects of our State ment of Faith are 
based firmly on biblical teaching. The Bible is our refer ence 
for truth and using it we can check out the prin ci ples behind 
things which are not di rect ly writ ten about in scrip ture such 
as abortion and euthana sia. Sound revelations of scripture 
through the Holy Spirit depend on people hav ing spiritual 
minds and not unspiritual, worldly ones:

And we impart this in words not taught by hu man wis dom but 
taught by the Spirit, in ter pret ing spiritual truths to those who 
pos sess the Spirit. (1 Corinthians 2:13)

The interpretation of scripture by men and women of unspir-
itual minds has led to the many heretical sects we have to day. 
The prin ci ples which guard against this are:
   1) Interpretations must be judged by the wit ness of the Holy 
Spirit.
   2) They must be viewed in the light of the body of Chris tian 
practice in his to ry.
   3) They will never add anything extra but bring out the depth 
of revelation and em pha sise the need to prac tise it.
   4) Interpretation can be confirmed by com par ing scrip ture 
with scripture.
   5) The New Testament is the ful fil ment of the Old Tes ta ment 
truths.

40 Statement of Faith
We believe that the truths contained with in this state ment of faith and 
prac tice are in accord with the rev e la tion of scrip ture and are wit nessed 
to by the Spirit of truth. We remain open to the Spirit’s guidance in 
their practical ap pli ca tion and to further rev e la tion from the Scriptures.

Why must we not 

be de fen sive about 

what we believe?
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❝ I BELIEVE in one God the Father Al mighty, Mak er of 
heav en and earth, and of all things visible and in vis i ble: And in 
one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-be got ten Son of God, Be got ten 
of His Fa ther be fore all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
Very God of very God, be got ten, not made, being of one sub-
stance with the Fa ther, by Whom all things were made: Who 
for us men and for our sal va tion came down from heav en, and 
was in car nate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man, and was cru ci fied also for us un der 

The Nicene Creed

The Nicene Creed (probably dat ing from AD 381) is based on the 
Apos tles Creed, with a few amplifi cations. These especially cover the 
doc trine of the Trin i ty and the di vin i ty of Jesus:

The Jesus Fellowship accepts the es tab lished creeds 
of the Chris tian Church - the Apostles’ Creed, the 
Nicene Creed and the Athanasian Creed.

❝ I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Mak er of heav en 
and earth: And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, Who 
was conceived by the Holy Ghost (Spir it), born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci fied, dead, and 
bur ied, He de scend ed into hell; the third day He rose again 
from the dead, He ascended into heaven, and is seated on the 
right hand of God the Father Al mighty; from thence He shall 
come to judge the quick (living) and the dead. I be lieve in the 
Holy Ghost (Spirit); the holy cath o lic (uni ver sal) Church; the 
com mun ion (fel low ship) of saints; the for give ness of sins; the 
res ur rec tion of the body, and the life everlasting. ❞

The Apostles Creed

This is the oldest of the historic creeds, and probably was originally a 
confession of faith used at baptism.

This creed does not 

di rect ly men tion the 

Trin i ty. Do you no tice 

any oth er sig nifi   cant 

omissions?

The Creeds
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❝ WHOEVER WISHES to be saved must, above all else, hold 
to the true Christian Faith. Whoever does not keep this faith 
pure in all points will cer tain ly perish forever. 
   Now this is the true Christian faith: 
We worship one God in three persons and three persons in one 
God, without mixing the persons or dividing the divine being. 
For each person - the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit - is 
distinct, but the deity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one, 
equal in glory and coeternal in majesty. 
   What the Father is, so is the Son, and so is the Holy Spirit. 
  The Father is uncreated, the Son uncreated, and the Holy 
Spirit uncreated; The Father is eternal, the Son eternal, and 
the Holy Spirit eternal; Any yet They are not three who are 
eternal, but there is one who is eternal, just as  They are not 
three who are uncreated, nor three who are infinite, but there 
is One who is uncreated and One who is infinite. 
   In the same way the Father is almighty, the Son is al mighty, 
and the Holy Spirit is almighty; And yet They are not three 
who are almighty, but there is One who is almighty. So the 
Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God; And 

The Athanasian Creed

This creed is named after St. Athanasius, a staunch defender of the 
Chris tian faith in the fourth century. It was prepared to assist the 
Church in combating errors concerning the Trinity and the nature of 
Jesus. This trans la tion is that used by the Lu ther an Church.

Pontius Pilate. He suf fered and was buried, and the third day 
He rose again ac cord ing to the Scrip tures, and ascend ed into 
heav en, and is seat ed on the right hand of the Fa ther. And He 
shall come again with glo ry to judge both the liv ing and the 
dead: Whose king dom shall have no end.
   And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Fa ther and the Son, Who with the 
Fa ther and the Son together is wor shipped and glo ri fied, Who 
spoke by the Proph ets. And I be lieve in one catholic and ap os -
tol ic Church. I ac knowl edge one Bap tism for the re mis sion of 
sins. And I look for the res ur rec tion of the dead, and the life 
of the world to come. ❞
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yet they are not three Gods, but one God. So the Father is 
Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord; yet They are 
not three Lords, but one Lord. 
   For just as Christian truth compels us to confess each per son 
individually to be God and Lord, so the true Christian faith 
forbids us to speak of three Gods or three Lords. 
  The Father is neither made not created, nor begotten of 
an y one. The Son is neither made nor created, but is be got ten 
of the Father alone. The Holy Spirit is neither made nor cre-
 at ed nor begotten, but proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
So there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three 
Sons; one Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits. 
   And within this Trinity none comes before or after; none is 
greater or inferior, but all three persons are coequal and co-
eternal, so that in every way, as stated before, all three per sons 
are to be worshipped as one God and one God wor shipped as 
three persons.
  Whoever wishes to be saved must have this conviction of the 
Trinity. 
   It is furthermore necessary for eternal salvation truly to 
be lieve that our Lord Jesus Christ also took on human flesh. 
   Now this is the true Christian faith:
We believe and con fess, that our Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Son, 
is both God and Man. 
   He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the Fa ther, 
and He is man, born in time from the nature of His moth er; 
fully God, fully man, with rational soul and human flesh; equal 
to the Father, as to His deity; less than the Fa ther, as to His 
humanity; and though He is both God and Man, Christ is 
not two per sons but one; one, not by chang ing the deity into 
flesh, but by taking the humanity into God; one, indeed, not 
by mixture of the natures, but by unity in one person; for just 
as the reasonable soul and flesh are one hu man be ing, so God 
and man are one Christ. 
  Who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose the 
third day from the dead. He ascended into heav en, is seat ed 
at the right hand of God the Father al mighty, and from there 
He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
   At His coming all people will rise again with their own bod-
 ies to answer for their personal deeds. Those who have done 
good will enter eternal life, but those who have done evil will 
go into everlasting fire. 
  This is the true Christian Faith. Whoever does not faith ful ly 
and firmly believe this cannot be saved. ❞
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